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ABSTRACT

The Subject Practical & Technical Skills has Been introduced to the
school curriculum in 1999 with a view to introducing ﬁ practical approach to
school education to impart knowledge necessar};' for the world of work. This
subject has been added with new facets under the \2007 education reforms. This
subject was introduced to the junior secondary grades i.e. from Grades 6 to 9.

The students within the age group of 11 to 14 years come under this group.

Students should be given opportunities to improve their innovative
skills through activities, to develop skills, and to make them believe in new
strengths. A learning environment should be created in the school to support
this. But the fact that the schools are aiming at targets expected from this
subject has been a problem arisen within the school system. The subject has not

been given due recognition as well.

The main objective of this investigation is to find out whether the

desired objectives are achieved in teaching this subject in schools.

This research was based on an investigation of the opportunities
available for students to develop their Practical and Technical Skills through
the use of instruments, equipment and tools. It was found out whether there is
proper guidance by teachers for students to acquire Practical and Technical
skills. Further attention was paid on the fact that whether the students go for
productive innovations with confidence on their strengths. Finally, suggestions
are made to implement the subject practical and technical skills effectively in

the school system.

The following facts were revealed through this research. The researcher
was able to identify some practical problems which lead to the unsuccessful

implementation of this subject at schools. The shortage of resources for the
Il



subject, unequal distribution of resources among teachers, unavailability of
quality inputs on time and the non-availability of activity rooms in schools
were recognized as the key problems in its implementation. Although the
teachers are aware of the competency-based educations implementing activity
based child centered teaching ghould be developed. It was revealed that the
students do not go for innovations and there are obstacles for that. And the
tendency to go for new innovations through their own strength is at a lower
level.

The researcher arrived at the conclusion that schools do not provide
enough opportunities for students to develop Practical and Technical skills by

providing the students with instruments, equipment and tools.

Directing teachers to teach the Practical and Technical Skills subject
continuously, preventing the transferring of teachers in the middle of the year,
provision of systematic training opportunities for teachers, getting the
assistance of subject experts, arranging activity rooms with resources in each
school, directing students to innovate experimentation, implementing internal
and external supervision system, introducing Practical and Technical Skills
which is now confined to junior secondary education to primary education and
senior secondary education and developing the role of the teacher further in
administering this subject in schools, are the suggestions made through this
research to administer the subject Practical & Technical Skills effectively in

schools.



