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Abstract

Education can play a huge role in social development. The importance of
community relations and how each and every part of the community connects
with education have been emphasized throughout history of education and

through recommendations presented by commission reports time to time.

As a formal organization which provides education, a school cannot exist in
isolation staying far away from the society, since it is an organization accepted
and maintained by the society. As well as community support is required for
the development of school, programs can be organized and conducted for the
development of the community. Since the community involves developing the
school in various manners, it is a duty of school to accommodate its
community as possible. This is the idea ;which is spread from community
school relation concept to “open school”, “community schools” concept which

serves the community.

This research study has been conducted in a 1A-B school associated within
Anuradhapura Education Division according to the objectives of investigating
— the existing understanding about ‘community’ to all the groups included in
the sample, methods followed by the school to receive the contribution from
community, ‘methods followed by the school. for the development of the
community, problems faced by both school and community when following

those methods, and to present suggestions for successful community relations.

The researcher has collected relevant information to her objective from a
sample selected according to the case studir plan. Relevant information are
being gathered through conducting — questionnaires for teachers and parents,
interviews for the principal, assistant principals and for well-wishers, and

group interviews for the members of school development committee.

Data are being interpreted analyzing the gathered information quantatively and
qualitatively. Conclusions are presented on the grounds of gathered
information according research objectives. All groups lacked sufficient

understanding about school community and only principals had a clear
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understanding about it. Also parents have a direct connection to development
activities of school..Tendency of teachers to involve in planning programs for
school community relations was not sufficient and teachers do not directly
involve in them due to certain rules and regulations of circulars and financial

problems.

Awareness of each group for building good community relations is not
sufficient. Programs conducted by school for community development is not
sufficient in anyway. Programs conducted for community in additional times
external to school hours are almost absent. There are numerous problems both

school and community face when conducting programs for community.

Suggestions have been made to involve community in school development and
school in community development by': building successful community
relationships, to raise the awareness of the community by school, to keep
records on community relations, to include community relation programs in
the annual plan of school, and to appreciate their service in every community

relationship.



