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ABSTRACT

The life blood of a nation is its future generation. The responsibility of building
the county and the nation lies on their shoulders. Therefore the system of education
of a country should be designed in order to build up a child with perfect
personality. This has not yet become true in Sri Lanka especially due to the
examination oriented education system based on theoretical knowledge instead of
providing students with an education based on the improvement of practical skills.
In this respect the authorities have implemented different educational reforms from
time to time. One important step included in those reforms in 1988 is the
introduction of competency development projects for life skills for the advanced
level students. With the implementation of these projects students are guided
towards creative and innovative learning which will help the students to build up
their personal traits like, leadership, working in teams, efficiency in work, decision

taking and developing skills in planning and organizing.

Though these projects have been put into practice within the school curriculum at
present its. evident that these students face difficulties when carrying out their
projects. As a result these students have not been able to achieve the expected
targets and the aim of the introduction of these projects into the advanced level
school curriculum has not been fulfilled. The failure of achieving the expected
goals may cause stress in the students minds and also this has caused the reduction
of the quality of the system of education. This study has been carried out to
identify the reasons of this problem and to take relevant measures to overcome

them.

For this study, students of the A/L Science stream have been included because they
are the ones who face problems in preparing projects. Accordingly this study has
been done with the intention of indentifying the difficulties the A/L Science
students face in carrying out their Advanced level single projects. Random
sample of 120 students were selected from the A/L science students from the

national schools of Matara education zone who have to sit for their A/L



examination in 2012. Date obtained through the questionnaire and the interviews

were analyzed using both qualitative and quantitative analyzing approaches.

This study revealed that a significant number of students face difficulties when
carrying out their single projects. The study could also enable to present certain
solutions to overcome these particular problems. It is school education which could
provide a perfect citizen to the society with creative personality armed with
independent thinking by .improving their inborn skills and talents. To cater to the
need of the era, this study has shown the ways to submit solutions for the issues
faced by student in their competency skills development projects for living
introduced for their improvement of living by the new educational reforms. This
study will also be helpful for the development of the field projects and their quality

development too.



