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Abstract

it is identified that there is a cear difference in achievement
tevels of subject Stience betwesn the students of rural schools and
urban schools. The focus of this research is to identify the factors that
affect the achieverment of sublect Science of GCE O / L students in rurst
arnas. The objectives of this research were to identify the science
achisvement lavel of GCE QfL students in rural areas, idemify the
studerts related factors affecting on sclence achisvement level,
idemtify schood related factors affecting on science achievement level,
identify the factors that affect the achisvement of subject Science of
GCE O/ L students in rural areas and suggest proposals to enhance the
science achievemaent level in rural schools.

Mixed research approach was used, and therefore dats were
collected through both Qualitative and Quantitative methods. Servey
methord used as main research approach. The sample was a purposive
sample selected for the convenience of the researcher. The sample is
consisted with one  1AB school, one 1C school and three schools of
type 3 in Pasgoda Educational Division of Deniyaya Educational Zone,
The sample mcludes 94 students and § science teachers of the 5§
schools, svienve director and scence instructor, The main dats
collecting  instruments were gquestionnsires that forward o the
students and teachers. interviews were also carried out to coliect data
from science teachers, science director and stience instructor. i
addition ohservation schedule and students mark sheets of past term
tests were used to coflect data. Data are presented in tables and
analyzed qualitatively {using statistic technigues) and guantitatively {by
explaining) in fourth chapter.

The findings suggested that the science achievement level of GCE
Q7 Lstudents in rural areas are in low level, Further, it was identified
that in type 1C and type 2 schools the achievement level in subject

Science is fess than 50% {i.e. the students who pass Sclence in GCE O L



examination}, Data revealed that since maost of the students in rural
areas have low level of socdial economic status and low educationsl
evel of family hack ground. They do nol kave higher expectations, or
maotivation 1o continue thedr higher education in Science subjects, Alo
fack of the physital resources in the schools were another reason
identified for low sciznce achisvement level, especially in type 2 rural
schools. These schools do nol have encugh laboratory faailities or
brary facllities. In addition, the incompletion of the syllabus of the
subject Science due to the complexity of the subject matter iz another
identified factor for low achisvement In GCE O/L in Science in rural
schiools, The weakneuses in teaching and learning process, for exampie,
fack of using effective teaching and lewsrning methods, lack of using
modern technology and lack of effective schoal internal observation
process are also identified as other factors affecting the Science
Achisvement, | think the findings of this resgarch may be useful to get
actions to incregase the science achievement level of the stutents in

rural schools,




