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Abstract

This research was carried out to find out “Why do GCE O/L students need
private tuition and why students are drawn towards it “. The research data was
collected from a multiple sample which comprised of students of selected 1AB
and 1C schools, students who have passed and failed the university entrance,
teachers, Sectional Heads, Vice Principals and Educationists. Questionnaires,
interviews, observations were used as the main data collection methods. Data
that was collected were analyzed quantitatively and qualitatively. The researcher
was able to draw the following conclusions from the study.

It was revealed that the tuition class teachers were younger than the
school teachers. As well as their educational qualifications were not directly
relevant to the field of education and it was revealed that they educated
themselves in different professional fields of subjects. It was further revealed
that regardless of gender, students travel more than 10 Km for a week, spending
two hours per day and paying an amount between Rs. 500 and Rs. 1000. The
income of parents did not affect the amount of private tuition classes students
attended. Further it was observed that most students attended two or three
private classes for the same subject.

Students main expectation was to enter into an university. Therefore,
they participated in private tuition to gain extra knowledge.

It was revealed that the method of teaching in schools and the nature of
schools affected as main reasons for drawing students towards private tuition.
Furthermore, some students appreciated the handouts notes and exercises
distributed in tuition classes.

It is proposed that, with the consultation of principals who have good
human resource management skills to select and use teachers who have the
knowledge to teach and update them on new teaching methodologies. Thereis a
need to learn and teach through the internet (e - learning). The process of
teaching and learning of students should only be conducted under the
supervision of the Examination Department of the Ministry of Education .

The researcher expects that the findings of this study will lead a way to
minimize the weaknesses in the school education and reduce the participations in
tuition classes there by strengthening the free education to produce better
results.



