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ABSTRACT

The study was based on the "Essential Learning Competency" (ELC) programme
which is a very important component in the Primary Education phase. The Essential
Learning Competency Programme for Elementary Education has been implemented
throughout Sri Lanka since 1999 with the objective of bringing every student at least to
the minimum performance level required. The program, which runs through 2019, has
identified “Essential Learning Competencies” as a set of competencies that each student
with no special education needs to master at each of the key stages of Primary Education.
This programme is similar to the both programmes “Minimum Learning Levels”, MLL
(1986) in India and the “No Child Left Behind”, NCLB Education Act (2001) introduced
by Amarica. Even after the implementation of the ELC programme in Sri Lanka, it was
revealed that student proficiency had not reached the expected level by year 2003 and
2007. (NEREC, 2003 & 2007). This study is an “Investigation into the Essential Learning
Competencies to be acéuired by Sri Lankan Primary Schczol Students and the

Interventions Needed to Students who fail to achieve them."

To identify the appropriateness of the Essential Learning Competencies identified
for the Key Stage 2, the student's achievement in those competencies, the positive and
negative factors related to the student, school and home that have an impact on student
achievement and identify a suitable intervention process by implementing an intervening
process for the students who have not reached the desired achievement level were the
accomplished objectives of this study. Mixed research approach was employed in the
study. Purposive Sampling Method was used to select the sample. The sample was
consisted of 240 students and 96 teachers. Also it represented the entire district, all three
Education Zones and all four school types: 1AB, 1C, 2 and 3, and six officials of Primary
Education planning level. Data collection was done through Observations, Interviews,
Questionnaires, Rating Scales and Documentary Surveys. The researcher herself involved
in identifying the achievement of Essential Leafm'ng Competencies. The collected data

was analyzed quantitatively and qualitatively.

It was concluded that 80% of the Essential Learning Competencies are
appropriate and 20% of the competencies are inappropriate due to the problems related to
imparting, measuring, problems related to measuring criteria and due to the reason that
some of them are below and some are above to the standard levels appropriate to Key
Stage Two. The inappropriateness of the 20% of competencies is an area that needs

special attention. It was concluded that the methods used to identify the Essential




Leamning Competencies were appropriate. Even though it is expected that 100% of
students should reach the expected minimum proficiency level in all Essential Learning
Competencies, the findings of teachers’ and the researcher’s revealed it is not. Also, it
was concluded that there are vast discrepancies in between those two reports of the
teachers’” and the researcher’s about student proficiency. In relation to ‘Mother tongue’
none of the students have reached the expected proficiency level in all competencies. It
was revealed that attainment of proficiency in basic mathematics skills: additions,

subtractions, multiplication and divisions is also low.

It was revealed that if the teachers have a correct understanding of the Essential
Learning Competency Programme and the criteria for measuring and methodology of
developing the competencies, it is possible to correctly identify the weaknesses in
students. Then through a well-planned intervention programmes it is possible to help the
students to attain the expected proficiency level in Essential Learning Competencies. It
was revealed that the role of the school principal, professional skills of the teacher, socio-
economic background and educational level of the parents can have an impact on the

’

student's achievement in competencies.

At the end of this study the researcher has introduced an Intervention Model that
can be used by a teacher to intervene the students’ learning process to help them to reach
the expected proficiency level irrespective of the grade of studying and the subject. The
researcher recommended that the introduced Model should be implemented at school
level to maximize the proficiency of students. Also the recommendation have been made
for further research on enriching student proficiency. Further, researcher has proposed to

establish a special unit to conduct remedial programmes for underachieving students who

do not belong to the group of children with special needs.




