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Abstract

The present study focuses on ‘Factors influencing the Achievement of G.C.E.O/L students
in History as a subject with special reference to the Education Zone of Colombo North’.
The objectives of this research were to discover (I) school related factors (II) home
environment related factors (III) individual factors that influence the achievement of
students and (IV) to determine the most influencing factor that impacts the achievements

of students.

This study was carried out with mixed methods of research design which included
quantitative and qualitative approaches. The population of this study consists of G.C.E O/L
students attending Tamil Medium schools in North Colombo. This research has been
conducted by using a purposive sampling technique that includes one hundred and forty
(140) students, twenty (20) teachérs, twenty-five (25) parents and five (05) principals of
five (05) selected schools. A well-developed questionnaire for students & teachers and
scheduled interviews for principals & parents were used for the collection of data. The
collected data was analyzed using percentage and descriptive methods of analysis. The
major finding revealed by this study was that the most influencing factor of students’

achievements was ‘home related’.

The Recommendation of this study is that school should create awareness among parents
and well wishers to improve home related factors in order to establish a conducive home

environment for learning that would contribute towards the higher achievement of students.
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